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YouR Committee are able to report that in the year under review, 
despite the pressure of unhappy circumstance, the Society main
tained all its usual activities and produced a substantial part of 
Transactions that will bear comparison with most if its prede
cessors. ·when this part was issued, a letter from Sir Robert 
Martin, exhorting members who might be wavering to continue 
their support of the Society through the period of hostilities, was 
sent out with it. Sir Robert's appeal is now cogently reinforced 
by the following presidential message, written by request for this 
Report, from Professor Hamilton Thompson : -

I have read with interest and grateful approval the circular 
letter issued to members of the Leicestershire Archaeo
logical Society under the signature of the Chairman of the 
Committee. That letter is so forcible a plea for the main
tenance of the activities of the Society, so far as is possible, 
at the present time that it is almost superfluous for me to 
add a word to it. A long experience, however, of the 
work in all parts of );!:ngland of those bodies which exist 
for the purpose of maintaining public interest in the history 
and antiquities of their several neighbourhoods has con
vinced me of the importance of the contribution which they 
have made and are making to national life by their services 
to the cause of learning. Such a Society as our own fills 
a need which no other association can adequately supply. 
Not only does it encourage the intelligent study of the histori
cal monuments of the county; its publications continually 
add new chapters to local history and revisions of older 
work founded on the discovery of fresh material by writers 
trained in modern methods of research. In so doing, our 
Society may claim with some reason that it has justified its 
existence and is in a position to appeal to the continued 
loyalty and support of its members. 
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At the present time, when, as we are constantly 
reminded, the future of civilisation is at stake, it is inevi
table that we should be called upon to make sacrifices and 
to make them cheerfully and to the utmost of our ability. 
But the sacrifices which consist in the withdrawal of annual 
subscriptions from institutions which are of recognised 
public utility and which will suffer by the diminution of 
their resources are only too easily made and are of little 
virtue. Such organisations as ours play their part in 
bringing home to the community the sense of . our debt to 
the past achievements of civilisation and the duty of remem
bering that the path of modern progress is merely a further 
stage in the track which past generations have followed. 
If during a period of national stress our energies must to 
some extent be curbed, it would be short-sighted policy to 
abandon them altogether in the vague hope of resuming 
them at some uncertain date in a more tranquil future. For 
the unbroken continuation of the Society's life and use
fulness we still need funds, and I earnestly appeal to those 
upon whose support we have depended in the past to weigh 
these considerations carefully and to act accordingly. 

The following new members were elected in the course of the 
year:-
In February : -
In June:-

Miss Rosa Evans, Mansfield Lodge, Quorn 
Miss S. K. Sloane, 8 University Road, 

Leicester 
In November:- The Rev. J. W. Burford, The Rectory, 

Stoney Stanton 
The Rev. J. P . Hoskins, 18 Rutland 

Terrace, Stamford 
The Librarian, University College, 

Leicester 
Dr. J. Le Patourel, University College, 

Leicester 
Leicestershire County Library, New Street, 

Leicester 
There were fifteen resignations, most of them in the first .half 
of the year, and the Society regrets the loss by death of Lieut-Col. 
Sir Frederick Oliver, Mr. Evan Barlow, Dr. A. N. Barnley and 
Mr. S. J. Pegg. Sir Frederick Oliver, for many years a Vice-
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President, formerly held the office of Hon. Financial Secretary, 
in which he was succeeded by the late Mr. G. E. Newill as Hon. 
Treasurer, and was always a loyal and generous supporter of the 
Society and its enterprises. Mr. Pegg, a notable collector of 
beautiful things, on several occasions contributed fine works of 
.art and old craftsmanship, especially miniatures and watches by 
famous makers, to the afternoon exhibitions that used to be held 
at the Church House. Mr. Barlow and Dr. Barnley were not 
active workers; but they were both appreciative members of long 
standing, and all such are valuable. 

Transactions 

THE second part of volume xx of the Society's Transactions was 
not quite ready in December, but was issued to members in the 
middle of January. Its contents are:-
i. Post-M edie'Val Cossington (concluded), by Florence E. 

Skillington, with photographic illustrations, and A Nate 
on the Early History of Cossington, by W. G. Hoskins, 
M.Sc. (Econ.), Ph.D. 

11. A History of the Humberstone Family, by W. G. Hoskins, 
M.Sc. (Econ.), Ph.D., with photographic illustrations, a 
genealogical table and a map. 

111. The Administration of the Honor of Leicester in the Four
teenth Century, by Levi Fox, with an introductory note, 
by F. M. Powicke, and a map. 

The part is undoubtedly a good one, and approval of it has 
already been expressed by people well qualified to estimate the 
value of its contents. Mrs. Skillington's contribution is the fifth 
and last instalment of a fairly comprehensive history of Cossing
to1:1, planned on lines recommended by the late Mr. George 
Farnham, upon whose documentary researches the medieval 
section, written by Mr. Skillington, is largely based. Dr. 
Hoskins, in his article, gives an able and sympathetic account of 
an old Leicestershire yeoman family, now represented in Leicester 
by a popular member of the Society's Committee. The illus
trations of both papers are good, numerous and well chosen. The 
third item, by Mr. Levi Fox, is a learned and well presented study 
of an important Leicestershire institution that has not hitherto 
received the attention it merits. The two maps in the part, drawn 
by Mr. Albert Herbert, are in all respects excellent. 
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Lectures 
DURING the year, two scholarly and stimulating lectures were 
delivered at General Meetings held in the Church House, St. 
Martin's, Leicester : -
30th January:- The Place-names of Leicestershire, by Dr. 

W. G. Hoskins. 
6th November : - The Present State of Archaeology in Leices-

tershire, by Mr. 'F. Cottrill, M.½.. 
Both meetings were well attended, and both speakers had much 
that was interesting to say. Many questions were asked and 
answered after each address. Dr. Hoskins is too well known for 
any comment upon his efficiency as a lecturer to be necessary. Mr. 
Cottrill has for some time held the position of Archaeological 
Assistant at the Leicester Museum, where he is doing his best to 
promote the scientific study of ancient sites and remains in the 
city and county. 

Excursions 
Two half-day summer excursions were enjoyed by fair-sized 
companies of members and friends. The first of these was taken 
on the 13th of June, and the place visited was Stamford. The 
party assembled. early in the afternoon in Broad Street, where 
they were met by Mr. H. F. Traylen, who remained with them 
until they left in the evening. The chief places shown to them 
were Brown's hospital, All Saints' church, St. John's church, 
St. Mary's church and St. Martin's church. St. John's church was 
expounded by the Rev. J. P. Hoskins; the guide to all the other 
buildings was Mr. Traylen, who pointed out many interesting 
houses that were passed on the way. During an interval in the 
programme, tea was taken, and the deferred May General 
Meeting was held, at the Old Barn Restaurant. When the 
business part of the meeting had been concluded, Mr . Walter 
Brand proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Traylen and presented 
him, on behalf of the Society, with a sketch, made by himself 
(Mr. Brand), of the front of Leicester Corn Exchange, which was 
designed by Frederick Ordish, a distinguished nineteenth-century 
architect who practised at Leicester and lived at the Old 
Hall, Queniborough. In acknowledging the vote of thanks, 
which was carried with acclamation, Mr. Traylen cordially 
expressed his appreciation of the gift and the kind feeling that 
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had prompted it. Votes of thanks to Mr. Hoskins and to the 
organisers of the excursion were proposed, respectively, by Arch
deacon Hurrell and Mr. Leavesley, and were carried unanimously. 

The second excursion, taken on the 18th of July, was to 
Stanford-on-Avon. The members and friends met in the grounds 
of Stanford Hall, which was opened for their inspection by the 
courtesy of its owner, Lord Braye. They spent the first part of 
the afternoon in walking at their leisure through the principal 
rooms and admiring the fine pictures and other works of art for 
which the house is noted. Lord Braye was not able to receive 
the guests himself, as he did when the Society visited the place 
in 1927; but he was represented by a lady who described the chief 
objects of interest and very kindly answered the numerous ques
tions that were put to her. . After leaving the Hall, the company 
proceeded to Stanford Church, where they passed a very profitable 
hour under the guidance of Mr. Albert Herbert. Then they went 
on to the Hind Hotel at Lutterworth to have tea and to hold the 
July General Meeting. 

Both of the excursion-meetings were presided over, with 
great good humour, by Archdeacon Hurrell, who has come to be 
regarded as Canon Winckley's natural successor on these agreeable 
occasions. 

Excavations at the Jewry Wall Site, 1939 
By Kathleen M. Kenyon, M.A., F.S.A. 

IN 1939, the work of excavating the Jewry Wall site was com
pleted. As will be remembered, during the 1938 season it had 
been established that the Roman Forum had never been com
pleted in the usual symmetrical plan, in which a row of shops 
usually surrounded the market square on three sides, and the 
Basilica would form the fourth side. This was due to the fact 
that to the south there was found to be a number of areas of 
unsound ground, .and on that side the row of shops was either 
never built, or else was pushed further to the south, beyond the 
excavated area. This makeshift plan was obviously felt to be 
unsatisfactory, and somewhat later, but probably by the middle 
of the second century, the market square was given over to a 
large bath building and the Forum transferred elsewhere. 

Work in 1939 was concerned with the removal of a large 
block of soil across the centre of the area, and elsewhere with the 
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clearance down to the original Forum level. In the centre it was 
unfortunately found that modern engine-bed foundations had 
largely destroyed the Roman levels, but enough was found to 
show that the plan of the Bath Building was symmetrical. The 
large hall stretching across the centre of the site was divided into 
three rooms. The central one no doubt served as a general 
entrance hall, with on one side a suite for men, and on the other 
one for women. Each of these consisted of a large room, with a 
hot and cold plunge opening off it, and a small heated room, 
probably a sudatorium. 

It was decided that the general level at which the floors 
should be left should be that of the Forum. The floor level of 
the Bath Building had been much higher, but if that had been 
kept, many of the remains of walls would have been below 
it. The make-up of the floor of the Bath was therefore removed 
in the course of the season's work, and produced a considerable 
amount of pottery, confirming the date of the Bath Building as 
mid-second century. 

Since excavation was completed, the work of preservation 
has been going on. Where there is a change in the Roman level, 
it is sometimes necessary to build up the Roman walls, in order 
cthat they may serve as retaining walls. Also, it is necessary in 
many cases toresetthe top stones on the walls in order to prevent 
them from being affected by the weather. When the walls have 
been repaired, the area will be laid out with turf, and when it is 
completed, it is quite certain that the pleasant appearance of the 
open space, with the Jewry Wall in the background, will entirely 
answer those who have criticised the site while it was in the 
necessarily incomprehensible state of being excavated. 

A Thousand Ancestors 
compiled by L. H. Bouwens and B. G. Bouwens (1935) 

Wills and their Whereabouts 
compiled by B. G. Bouwens (1939) 

THE first of these little volumes is an ingenious and painstaking 
attempt to trace the "pedigree of blood" or heredity of an 
individual person backward for ten generations, an exceedingly 
d~fficult task which few people could accomplish completely. 
At the tenth generation, as the authors say, there will be 512 
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direct ancestors plus 511 connecting links. Allowing for a few 
names appearing twice (by reason of kin and cousin marriages) 
we all of us have roughly a thousand ancestors at that point. 
Apart from the difficulty of tracing all these ancestors-for the 
task is obviously much more laborious than the compilation of 
the more usual form of pedigree-there arises the problem of 
how to show the result of such a search. Mr. Bouwens has hit 
upon an ingenious system, perhaps the only possible one for 
book-form, but it requires a good deal of ingenuity also to follow 
its ramifications. 

Such a pedigree of a man's heredity, converging downwards 
to one individual, is naturally more impressive if set out on a 
single large sheet and loses some of its interest when reduced to 
the pages of a book. Nevertheless, the experiment is well worth 
making. Many people may find it interesting to do likewise, in 
a more limited way. It is, I suppose, personal modesty that has 
prevented moi;-e such investigations. While we can feel proud of 
a distant ancestor on whom the wide fan of the contemporary 
family converges, we shrink a little from attempting to show how 
a thousand men and women have married, borne children, and 
struggled to bring them up successfully for three hundred and 
fifty years, in order to produce at last-oneself. From a personal 
point of view we might fee1' that the effort had hardly been worth 
it; but biologically the attempt to trace this long process to its 
end is of great interest. 

The volume on Wills and their Whereabouts is a most useful 
handbook. It has been compiled, mostly from original sources, 
as a complete guide to the numerous repositories of wills in Eng
land and Wales, and contains, in addition to a detailed account of 
the contents of each repository, some valuable notes on testa
mentary procedure and hints on the making of abstracts from 
wills. The whole volume is a mass of useful information com
pressed into a small space and is, so far as one is able to check 
it, of a high degree of accuracy. 

It is produced by the "Replika" process, owing to "the 
preposterous present cost of printing", says the author, and may 
be obtained for the price of nine shillings (post free) from the 
author at 1 Museum Chambers, Bury Place, W.C.1, or at Old 
Manor House, Littleton, Shepperton, Middlesex. 

W.G. H. 



x. THE LEICESTERSHIRE 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance forward on Research Fund Account ... 
,, Subscriptions and donations 
,, Sale of Books 
,, Interest on £101 5s. 4d. Leicester 3 per~cent. 

Stock less Tax 
,, Interest on £250 Os. Od. Leicester 4-~ per cent. 

Stock less Tax 
,, Interest on £150 Os. Od. 3½ per cent. Conversion 

Loan less Tax 
,, Interest on £400 Os. Od. 3½ per cent. War Loan 

Gross 
, , Income Tax reclaimed 1938 / 39 
,,, Receipts from Sale of Professor Hamilton 

Thompson's Book 
,, Sale of £100 Os. Od. 3½ per cent. War Stock 
,, Balance overdrawn 

£ s. d. 
50 0 0 

254 4 0 
0 10 6 

2 4 0 

8 12 2 

3 16 2 

14 0 0 
5 10 10 

9 5 0 
97 8 3 

135 2 8 

£580 13 7 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
for the Year ending 31st December, 1939. 

By Balance overdrawn 
, , Subscriptions : 

PAYMENTS 

, , Archaeological Congress 
,, Canterbury and York Society 
,, English Place Name Society 
,, British Record Society 
,, Society for the Protection of Ancient 

Buildings 
,, Council for the Preservation of 

Rural England 
,, Congress of Archaeological Societies 

,, Printing Transactions 
,, Printing and Stationery 
,, Honorarium to Assistant Secretary 

Rent 
, , Postages and Sundry Expenses ... 
,, Lecturers' Expenses and Lantern 
ll Fire Insurance 
,, Books Purchased 
,, Bank Interest .and Charges 

£ s. d. 

1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 15 0 
1 11 6 

1 1 0 

1 1 0 
2 2 0 

,, Postages re Professm- Hamilton Thompson's Fund 
,, Balance in hand on Research Fund Account ... 

XI. 

£ s. d. 
210 3 6 

8 11 6 

236 12 0 
17 9 0 
25 0 0 
11 2 6 
13 0 10 
2 3 6 
1 17 6 
0 10 0 
2 12 6 
1 10 9 

50 0 0 

£580 13 7 
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FUNDS ACCOUNT 

General Reserve Fund (Value £863 Os. Od.) 
Excursion Secretary's Account 

Less : Hon. Treasurer's Account 

SELWYN PARKINSON, A.C.A. 
Honorary Treasurer 

£ s. d. 
882 18 1 

11 7 4 

894 5 5 
135 2 8 

£759 2 9 

TRUSTEES OF THE 

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR ROBERT MARTIN, O.M.G., D .L 

ALBERT HERBERT, EsQ., F.S.A. S. H. SKILLINGTON, EsQ., F.S.A. 
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31st December, 1939. 

£ s. d. 

£101 5 4 Leicester Corporation 3 per cent. 
Stock (Value £88) 101 5 4 

£250 0 0 Leicester Corporation 4¾ per cent. 
Stock 1945/55 (Value £261) 246 2 9 

£150 0 0 3~ per cent. Conversion Loan 1961 
(Value £141) 121 4 9 

£400 0 0 3½ per cent. War Loan (Value £373) ... 414 5 3 
Cash at Bank : -Excursion Account 11 7 4 

894 5 5 

Less : Bank Overdraft 135 2 8 

£.759 2 9 

I have examined the Funds Account dated December 31, 1939, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 
December 31, 1939, and certify such accounts to be in accordance 
with the Books and Vouchers of the Society. I have satisfied 
myself that the Scrip of the above Investments is in the possession 
of the Bank. 

G. KEITH THOMSON 
Honorary Auditor 



XIV. THE LEICESTERSHIRE 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

To Balance at Bank 
,, Interest on £1,250 3½ per cent. War Loan Gross 
,, Interest on £400 Leicester 4¾ per cent. Stock 

less Tax .. . ... ... . .. . . . 
,, Income Tax reclaimed 1938/9 . . . 

£ s . d. 

25 2 2 
43 15 0 

13 15 6 
5 4 6 

£87 17 2 

FUNDS ACCOUNT 

To Present Balance (Value £1,621 17s. 2d.) 

£ s. d. 

1,826 9 7 

£1,826 9 7 

TRUSTEES OF THE 
LEICESTE RSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH F UND 

A. W. D EA'rH, JuNR., EsQ. (Treasurer) HUGH G. GOODACRE, EsQ. 

CHARLES SQUIRE, EsQ. ,, A. H . LEAVESLEY, EsQ. 
A. A. IRONSIDE, E s Q. 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND xv. 

for the Year ending 31st December, 1939. 

By Balance in Hand 

31st December, 1939. 

£ s. d. 

87 17 2 

£87 17 2 

£ s. d. 
By £1,250 3½ per cent. War Loan (Value £1,166) 1,293 11 5 

,, £400 4¾ per cent. Leicester Stock 1945/55 
(Value £.418) 395 1 0 

,, Cash at Bank 87 17 2 

, , Cash in the hands of the Leicestershire 
Archaeological Society 50 0 0 

£1,826 9 7 

I have examined the Funds Account dated December 31, 1939, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 
December 31, 1939, and certify such accounts to be in accor
dance with the Books and Vouchers of the Trustees of the 
Research Fund. I have satisfied myself that the Scrip of the 
above Investments is in the possession of the Bank. 

G . KEITH THOMSON 
Honorary Auditor 


